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April 10, 1963
Professor James Silver
Department of History
The University of Mississippi
University, Mississippi
Dear Professor Silver:
One of the things that Don Ellegood intended to do last week before
leaving for Washington, but didn't get around to, was to return your
manuscript PROBLEMS OF THE CONFEDERACY. You can say many things about
this Press, and some do, but you cannot ever accuse us of making snap
decisions.
We have wrestled with this one forme past two or three months, and
wanted to publish it, primarily for a couple of extra editorial reasons:
(1) we will be going to the post without a Civil War book this coming
Fall season, for the first time in years; and (2) Jim Silver is the
upcoming president of the SHA and we are in the habit of publishing the
recent presidents while in office.
But reluctantly we have had to conclude that we should not offer you a
p~b1ishing contract.
It is the ge neral consensus that most of the papers
don't really add much to what has already been said too often, and we are
just beginning to come around to a point of view which many have had for a
long time: that ' at this stage of the war only those books which really
make a contribution should be published. After looking over the earlier
oor~ espondence on this volume, I would venture to say that you shared this
feeling too.
For your information, the general feeling was that your paper was good
(although it has very little to do with the problems of the Confederacy of
course) and that Wiley's paper is very interesting although he doesn't make
his point too clearly. Patrick's and Chambers' were considered passable
and Eaton's pretty mediocre. Incidentally, blame not TRW for the decision;
he recused himself on thiscne. (I mention this because he was suggested as
a reader earlier.)
If I may bring up another matter, we are presently considering the possibility
of publishing the collected presidential addresses of the SHA, from Coulter
to Silver. We have approached David Potter about editing the thing.
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If we do it, we would want it to be available before the meeting of the
Association in November of 1964. In order to do that, we would need to
have a copy of your paper no later than meeting time this coming November.
I trust you could give us a copy of your paper at that time, couldn't you?
I undertstand that you will be talking on Southern leadership, with
emphasis on the present situation. This could be the best paper of them
all! In fact, if the history department here was thinking good they would
invite you to deliver the Fleming Lectures next April on that same topic.
Don said to send his love, which I do, along with my own best regards.
Sincerely yours,

Richard L. Wentworth
Assistant Director and
Sales Manager
RLW:mb
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